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discourse, engaging in principled advocacy, 
and creating strong community partnerships. 

In 2004, Ms. Blunt-Bradley became Presi-
dent of the MWUL and under her leadership 
the organization successfully implemented the 
Achievement Matters Education Program. The 
Achievement Matters Campaign is an aca-
demic achievement initiative that will provide 
community and school-based interventions for 
children in Wilmington from grade 6 through to 
graduation. The program is designed to pro-
vide underprivileged children with the skills 
they will need to be competitive in the job 
market of tomorrow. 

Ms. Blunt-Bradley’s successful career did 
not begin at the MWUL; she has a long legacy 
of successful advocacy work. The American 
Council of Young Political Leaders honored 
Ms. Blunt-Bradley with the Gary L. McPherson 
Distinguished Alumni Award in 2003. Addition-
ally, prior to working at the MWUL, Ms. Blunt- 
Bradley served as Secretary of Labor and 
Deputy Secretary of Health and Social Serv-
ices for the State of Delaware. In those roles 
she oversaw the day-to-day management of 
the largest agency in the State of Delaware 
with approximately 4,500 employees. Her su-
pervisory responsibilities included providing 
services to individuals with disabilities, and 
providing emergency shelter for the homeless. 
In addition, as the State agency’s liaison to 
the Delaware General Assembly, she worked 
on issues such as child support enforcement 
legislation and regulation of managed 
healthcare. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to once 
again commend Ms. Blunt-Bradley on her suc-
cess while at the helm of the Metropolitan Wil-
mington Urban League. Lisa’s constant profes-
sionalism, tireless leadership, and appetite for 
hard work have improved the lives of count-
less children and adults in Wilmington and 
throughout the State of Delaware. 
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IN HONOR OF 15TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ARMENIA’S INDEPENDENCE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate and honor the nation 
of Armenia and all people of Armenian de-
scent. Today marks the 15th anniversary of 
Armenia’s independence, and is a proud day 
for the people of a country that has struggled 
for so long and succeeded so greatly. 

The mass killing of 1.5 million Armenians by 
the Ottoman Empire was the first genocide of 
the 20th century. I am proud that the United 
States stood by as an ally to Armenia at that 
time and has continued to do so throughout 
the last century. During the cold war, the 
United States championed the rights of the Ar-
menian people to be independent, and was 
one of the first countries to recognize that 
independence in 1991. 

As one of the first countries in post Soviet 
Union Europe to embrace the ideals of free-
dom and democracy, Armenia has taken great 
strides down the path of democratic change 
and development. All of this has been done in 
the shadow of the great adversity that these 
proud people have endured. Over the last fif-
teen years the Armenians have proven their 
commitment to democratic values and a se-
cure and stable Caspian region. 

My district in California is home to thou-
sands of Armenians who I am grateful to have 
worked with and become friends with during 
my time in Congress. They, and all Armenian 
people, deserve our most heartfelt congratula-
tions on this momentous anniversary. 
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FISHING RULES TAKE THEIR TOLL 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
in my representation of the City of New Bed-
ford, I have of course spent a significant 
amount of time on matters affecting the fishing 
industry that is so vitally important to that com-
munity, economically, culturally, and in every 
other relevant way. In doing so, I have bene-
fited from the wisdom and experience of a 
number of people involved in the fishing indus-
try, one of whom is Deb Shrader, the execu-
tive director of an excellent organization called 
Shore Support Inc. 

As part of a very useful series that the New 
Bedford Standard Times is carrying on the 
fishing industry, Deb Shrader published an ar-
ticle in the Standard Times for September 20, 
which gives an excellent summary of the dif-
ficult economic position in which current fish-
ing policy puts so many hardworking people 
and their families. I hope my colleagues will 
read this because they will understand why I 
am working as hard as I am for amendments 
to the Magnuson Act, which will thoroughly 
recognize the legitimate economic interests of 
people in the fishing industry and will do so in 
ways that do not jeopardize any valid environ-
mental concerns. 

Mr. Speaker, no one should be voting on 
fishing issues without having a full under-
standing of the matters that Deb Shrader dis-
cusses so well, and for that reason I ask that 
her article from the Wednesday, September 
20, Standard Times be printed here. 

[From the Standard Times, Sept. 20, 2006] 
FISHING RULES TAKE THEIR TOLL 

(By Deb Shrader) 
How fishing regulations affect the people 

in a fishing community is nearly a taboo 
subject. Though the Magnuson Act of 1976 re-
quires that the social and economic impact 
of fishing regulations be studied, in fact the 
impacts are rarely measured, the informa-
tion that is gathered is considered anecdotal 
or it’s ignored. Measuring the cumulative ef-
fects of these omissions is impossible, much 
like retracing the steps of a dinosaur after 
their extinction. 

Presently, Shore Support, Inc. is working 
with UMass Dartmouth and its School for 
Marine Science and Technology, and eco-
nomics Professor Dan Georgianna, to study 
the most recent effects of regulations on 
groundfishermen. We have been meeting 
with fishermen, aboard their boats, to talk 
with them. I recently spoke with members of 
a crew who, after spending 10 days at sea, 
working two nine-hour shifts with three 
hours rest in between, came home to a pay-
check of $750. If you work out the 18 hour 
day, multiply by 10, and then divide the $750 
by the 180 hours worked, these fishermen 
worked for well below minimum wage at 
about $4 an hour. The high cost of fuel, cou-
pled with the low prices for fish make me 
wonder why they still ‘‘go down to the sea in 
ships,’’ and I’m not afraid to ask that ques-
tion of groundfishermen. The answer is usu-
ally that they are fishermen through and 

through, and with most of the men in their 
mid to late forties, the idea of starting at 
the bottom of a ladder in a new trade is more 
than depressing. They are used to the unique 
lifestyle of commercial fishing with its sense 
of independence, competitiveness and chance 
to work close to nature. 

In 2005, Professor Georgianna and I pub-
lished a study called ‘‘Employment, Income 
and Working Conditions in New Bedford’s 
Offshore Fisheries.’’ As part of this study, we 
visited and spoke with the captains and 
crews from more than half of the offshore 
scallop and groundfish boats that call New 
Bedford home port, and are 50 feet or longer. 

In this study, working with fishermen and 
settlement houses, we put a human perspec-
tive on the industry. After meeting with 
crew from more than 200 boats, we found 
that the workers in the industry are rapidly 
aging. The average age of a scalloper is 40 
with 19 years at sea; the average age of a 
groundfisherman is 46 with an average of 26 
years at sea. These fishermen are profes-
sionals with many years of experience, in 
some cases more than half their lives. Dur-
ing our entire process, we spoke with only 
four groundfishermen who were 25 years old 
or younger. We attribute this to the fact 
that fishing is so very dangerous, that con-
sidering the difficulties and insecurities cre-
ated by a regulatory system, young men are 
not choosing to fill their father’s boots, a 
practice in previous generations that has 
kept our port so strong. In fact, many fisher-
men discourage their children from joining 
them on the boats. Instead, they discourage 
their sons from being involved in an industry 
that has become too complicated and laden 
with bureaucracy. 

It has been predicted that the Port of New 
Bedford will lose approximately $15 million 
due to the changes presented in the most re-
cent Framework 42 (a framework is a process 
for amending a fisheries plan) of the ground-
fish regulatory system. Please keep in mind 
that because we have an offshore fleet, our 
boats are larger and carry more men than 
some of the coastal fisheries in other areas. 
Each groundfishing boat carries three to five 
men. At the end of each fishing trip, the boat 
owner and crew split the proceeds. The boat 
owner usually gets 50 percent of the value of 
the fish caught, while the crew splits the re-
maining 50 percent (after expenses like fuel, 
food, and ice are deducted). Each 
groundfishing boat represents four to six 
families’ incomes. If this community loses 
$15 million in commerce from these regu-
latory changes, $7.5 million will be removed 
from fishermen and their families, which has 
a wider spread effect than a corporate loss. 
This would mean $7.5 million less to pay 
mortgages and auto loans held by local 
banks, less to buy groceries in local markets 
and home goods at the local mall. If you 
think this crisis will not affect you because 
you are not involved in this noble industry, 
you are wrong. These types of losses in a 
community with rampant unemployment 
will be devastating to all. 

New Bedford is also one of the last great 
ports as far as what is available for shoreside 
support industries. The failing of the indus-
try in Gloucester, and other smaller ports, 
has already caused a collapse of the net mak-
ers, dredge builders, welders, ice makers, 
chandlers, and other support industries in 
those ports. New Bedford has become one of 
the last remaining sources for supplies and 
labor on which all the boats depend. The big 
question is whether these crucial support in-
dustries will survive this regulatory process. 
Many of these are small businesses and are 
presently carrying a great deal of debt owed 
by the boat owners who have a difficult time 
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paying for expenses due to changing regula-
tions (limited days at sea, catch limits and 
gear restrictions). Support industries are 
crucial to the survival of the fleet. And the 
survival of the fleet is crucial to the survival 
of the support industries. This interdepend-
ence puts our port city in danger of losing 
not only our fishing fleet, but these busi-
nesses as well. 

While we all know that money does not 
bring happiness, not being able to support 
your family will take the joy out of life. Re-
cently implemented regulations and those 
proposed in Framework 42 have added a new 
degree of insecurity to an already difficult 
industry. Fishing has always been physically 
demanding and dangerous work. 

Fishermen’s wives have always worried 
about whether their husbands would return 
safely to port. But today, because of these 
regulations, with each trip, groundfishermen 
wonder whether they will be able to provide 
for their families. 

f 

HONORING THE UNITED NATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the United Nations International Day 
of Peace. In 2002, the United Nations General 
Assembly declared September 21 as the per-
manent date for International Peace. Its pur-
pose is to encourage the manifestation of the 
vital Spirit that unifies us amid our diverse 
ways. In a time where we are witness to mass 
violence, acts of genocide, and war, the 
United Nations International Day of Peace 
draws attention to the need to implement strat-
egies linking development, security, human 
rights and peace into a cohesive framework. 

It also presents an opportunity for citizens of 
our country to honor the Decade for a Culture 
of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of 
the World, which emphasizes the need for the 
international community to recognize and im-
plement strategies to focus on and ensure as-
sistance for children exposed to harmful and 
violent situations. 

On this day when we focus on the goal of 
individual and collective progress toward build-
ing cultures of peace, we must pause to re-
member the tragic loss of 2,683 fallen Amer-
ican heroes and the estimated 48,000 civilians 
in Iraq who have lost their lives due to war 
and violence. 

As the lone remaining superpower, America 
serves as a model for other nations, and it is 
our duty to lead other nations to peace. On 
this International Day of Peace, we must re-
flect actions our nation can take to alleviate 
tensions and causes of conflict, such as bring-
ing our troops home safely using an exit strat-
egy that is executed with accountability and di-
plomacy and which helps achieve harmony 
among other nations. 

As a proud representative of California’s 
15th Congressional District, I am committed to 
devoting myself and my district to building Cul-
tures of Peace for the children of the world 
and for future generations. My constituents 
and I hope that the acts of peace we perform 
on this day serve to strengthen the ongoing 
legacy of democracy, liberty and equality with-
in our country. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CHICAGO 
ACADEMY FOR THE ARTS COL-
LEGE PREPARATORY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of The Chicago Academy for 
the Arts, recently awarded this year’s Creative 
Ticket National Schools of Distinction Award 
from the Kennedy Center’s Alliance for the 
Arts Education Network. 

The Chicago Academy for the Arts High 
School has served the students and families 
of the city of Chicago as well as students from 
Indiana and Wisconsin since 1981. The stu-
dents at The Chicago Academy for the Arts 
have established an impressive record of aca-
demic achievement as well as artistic talent 
ranging from fine arts to acting to costume 
and set design. Ninety-seven percent of the 
Academy’s graduates go on to top colleges 
and conservatories. 

Since 1981, The Chicago Academy for the 
Arts has served as one of five private, inde-
pendent, college-preparatory arts high schools 
in the United States. In addition to a traditional 
high school curriculum, students are given in-
tensive training in the fields of: Music, Visual 
Art, Dance, Theater, Musical Theater, and 
Media Arts. Each day, students spend 5 hours 
in academics and 3 hours in their chosen art 
major, all of which include classes in theory, 
history, and technique. 

The Chicago Academy for the Arts is de-
signed to maximize each student’s potential to 
communicate through the arts. The Arts Acad-
emy strives to prepare students to think criti-
cally and independently in order to prepare 
them to succeed in both higher education and 
their chosen field in the arts. 

Alumni from The Chicago Academy for the 
Arts have gone on to attend schools such as 
the University of Chicago, Northwestern Uni-
versity, The Julliard School, Brandeis Univer-
sity, and New York University and include 
such notables as actors John Cusack and 
Lara Flynn Boyle; screenwriter and director 
Adam Rifkin; and composer Alex Wurman as 
well as members of the Joffrey Ballet, New 
York City Ballet, Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater and the Radio City Music Hall 
Rockettes. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Congres-
sional Arts Caucus, I believe that it is impor-
tant to support and recognize quality edu-
cation in the arts. The Chicago Academy for 
the Arts is a shining example of art in edu-
cation at its best. I am proud of the students, 
faculty and families of the school and I wish 
them continued success in the coming years. 
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GENOCIDE IN DARFUR, SUDAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 20, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I recently 
took two actions regarding the genocide in 
Darfur that I wanted to bring to your attention. 

At the U.N. General Assembly in New York 
on Tuesday, the president of Sudan claimed 
that the genocide in Darfur is a myth propa-
gated by Jewish organizations raising money 
for Israel. 

President Omar Hassan al-Bashir remarked 
that those ‘‘who made the publicity, who mobi-
lized the people, invariably, are Jewish organi-
zations.’’ 

This statement is unconscionable and de-
mands a vigorous response. Such Anti-Semitic 
remarks have no place in our world, let alone 
at the U.N. General Assembly. 

Furthermore, the mass killings, rapes and 
displacement of innocent civilians in Darfur are 
tragically well documented. The United States 
Holocaust Museum has issued a Genocide 
Emergency for Darfur. 

Today I signed a letter with several other 
Members of Congress demanding that Presi-
dent Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan retract 
his baseless remarks. The letter calls on the 
Sudanese government to abide by the Darfur 
Peace Agreement and the will of the U.N. Se-
curity Council. 

A copy of this letter is reprinted below for 
your information. 

In addition, I am an original co-sponsor of 
the Darfur Accountability and Divestment Act 
of 2006. 

This legislation will ban federal contracts 
going to corporations doing business in Sudan 
that directly or indirectly support the genocide. 

Countless organizations have dedicated un-
told hours to stopping the carnage and human 
suffering in Darfur. 

These organizations include the American 
Jewish World Service, Amnesty International, 
International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the NAACP. 

The U.S. Congress must enact the Darfur 
Accountability and Divestment Act of 2006 and 
join this list of international groups working to 
end the genocide in Darfur. 

Sundown on Friday night marks the start of 
the Rosh Hashanah holiday, the Jewish New 
Year 5767, thus beginning a 10-day period of 
personal reflection and contemplation for Jews 
around the world. 

This is a moment in human history when the 
poignant expression ‘‘Never Again’’ must be 
repeated over again, coupled with real action 
to end this tragic period of human suffering. 
President OMAR HASSAN AL-BASHIR, 
President of Sudan, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT AL-BASHIR: We were 
shocked to hear your comments on Tuesday, 
September 20th, at the U.N. General Assem-
bly where you stated that reports of deaths 
and refugees in Darfur are ‘‘fictions,’’ and 
that those ‘‘who made the publicity, who 
mobilized the people, invariably, are Jewish 
organizations.’’ 

Many of us have traveled to Darfur and 
seen the death, destruction, and misery of 
the innocent civilians in Darfur with our 
own eyes. The last 3 years of violence in 
Darfur have resulted in the death of an esti-
mated 200,000 people and millions have been 
forced from their homes. This atrocity has 
been encouraged and facilitated by your gov-
ernment. 

We are grateful that the American Jewish 
community as well as other faith commu-
nities have made a priority of raising the 
issue of genocide in Darfur. Instead of using 
the ancient technique of making the Jewish 
community the scapegoat for your failures, 
we hope that you will take a close look at 
your own actions. In direct violation of the 
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